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Tissot T-Race MotoGP 


LIMITED EDITION 2012 
Become part of racing history with a robust 
316L stainless steel watch. Scratch-resistant 
sapphire crystal, quartz chronograph and water 
resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 
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Lorenzo’s land-mark... 

After picking up 25 or 20 points in each of the 
previous fifteen races Jorge Lorenzo was in no 
mood to drop his consistency at Phillip Island 
and set a new record for a single season. Cue title 
number four for the 25 year old and his second in 
MotoGP with Yamaha 

Photo by www.yamahamotogp.com 
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Flaming good job... 

Justin Barcia made a convir 
CRF450R in Las Vegas for 
Cup and walked away wit 
for just over thirty minutes w 
against the likes of Ryan Vi I 
Ryan Dungey not forgetting 
Read on for reaction from 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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All change... 

In a late development that caught the MXGP paddock 
unawares Arnaud Tonus will not be Yamaha mounted in 
2013 having confirmed a transfer from the factory crew 
to the CLS Pro Circuit Kawasaki outfit. The talent Swiss 
is one of a battalion of riders itching for MX2 podium 
places next year with champion Jeffrey Herlings the 
clearest favourite for a title defence in recent times 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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AirAsia AUSTRALI 

PHILLIP ISLAND ■ OCTOBER 

MotoGP winner: Casey Stoner, Honda 
Moto2 winner: Pol Espargaro, Ka 
Moto3 winner: Sandro Cortese, 


















C asey Stoner lived up to the his local billing 
of ‘King of the Island’ with a sixth succes¬ 
sive victory in his home Grand Prix on Sunday 
but it was Jorge Lorenzo who left Australia as 
the King of MotoGP, for the second time. 

In an entertaining post-race press confer¬ 
ence that ended with him singing ‘We Are The 
Champions’ alongside Yamaha Factory Team 
Manager Wilco Zeelenberg - just as he had 
done following his first crowning in Malay¬ 
sia 2010 - Lorenzo reckoned he always had 
the measure of Dani Pedrosa at the stunning 
cliff-top track but there is little doubt that his 
diminutive compatriot had been cranking up 
the pressure in recent outings. 



Along with the strain of three weeks living out 
of a suitcase and flying half the way around 
the world, the cracks in Lorenzo’s psychologi¬ 
cal armour were starting to be exposed by Pe¬ 
drosa’s relentless form. That infamous wobble 
on what would prove to be the final lap of the 
red-flagged race in Malaysia one week previ¬ 
ously was a tell-tale sign of a rider letting his 
nerves get the better of his implicit abilities. 
Or, as it is known in other sports, ‘choking’. 


The situation at the top of the championship 
could have been tipped irreversibly in Pe¬ 
drosa’s favour by that Sepang storm and the 
Honda man had been intent on taking care 
of his own destiny by snaring victory in five 
of the previous six races to close down the 
points gap at the top. 

Lorenzo’s win rate, meanwhile, was reading 
two from the previous ten but like all champi¬ 
ons it is his consistency that has set him apart 
from the rest this year. Other than Assen, 
where he was cleaned out in the first turn by 
Alvaro Bautista, he has finished in the top two 
at every single round. He has now also been 
in the top two in the championship for each of 
the last four seasons. 



Amazingly this is one of only two laps 
Stoner has not lead in a vast six years of 
racing and victories at Phillip Island 





The perfection of Stoner’s send-off actually 
led to some daft rumours that the Australian 
would end his season and career on home turf 
instead of heading to Valencia. He rubbished 
the claims. The Honda rider confirmed third in 
the championship in AUS and another triumph 
in Spain will see him surpass the 37 premier 
class wins of Mike Hailwood with who he 
currently sits level in the GP listing 


















The difference with the 2012 version of this podi¬ 
um-producing machine appears to be a ‘danger 
awareness’ upgrade. According to Jorge he made 
a promise to himself twelve months ago, when 
his 2011 title challenge was ended by a hand 
injury sustained in a warm-up crash at the same 
circuit, that from that day forth he would always 
ride within his limits. 

That is why this year’s title may have been less 
spectacular - with six wins compared to nine 
in 2010 - but more effective, with ten second 
places and not a single mistake to speak of all 
season. 

It is telling that Pedrosa’s first notable faux-pas 
of the year came at Phillip Island, when he had 
no choice but to finish ahead of Lorenzo, and 
perhaps a little ironic that over the course of the 
campaign his fate was effectively decided by a 
little too much caution in the early stages. 

Desperate not to see another term wrecked by 
injury Dani started steadily and had to wait until 
round eight for his first win, having finished four 
of the opening six races outside the top two. His 
own piece of misfortune came at Misano, when 
he was taken out by Hector Barbera, but you 
could say that merely cancelled out Lorenzo’s 
Assen aberration. 

As for Stoner, six straight wins at his home track 
having led every lap but two (the first lap of the 
2009 race and the first lap on Sunday - both 
of which saw him cross the line behind Pe¬ 
drosa) say it all. When it comes to riding within 
your limits Stoner might look like a rider who 
is constantly beyond them but he admitted on 
Sunday night that he had to toy with his advan¬ 
tage over Lorenzo throughout the race merely to 
keep himself entertained and concentrated. “He 
is the most natural talent I have ever seen ride a 
motorcycle,” reflected Lorenzo on a rival he has 
competed against for ten years. “Who is better? I 
don’t know.” 

One thing for certain is that with Stoner absent 
it will take a leap of faith from Pedrosa from the 
opening round of 2013 if we are to see Lorenzo 
taken to the limit again. 




Two hard-fought championships in the space of 
three years means that Marc Marquez is without 
doubt the major star outside of the premier class 
in Grand Prix racing. The bike’s colour scheme in 
this photo won’t change much for 2013. Maybe 
the celebration vest will not either... 
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Dovizioso barrels down Gardner straight in his 
penultimate race on a Yamaha before facing the 
Ducati challenge. Phillip Island entertained one of 
its biggest crowds for years for Stoner’s send-off 







A splash of colour in the fight for 
fourth position that was eventually 
won by Dovizioso, wedged between 
the Hondas of Bautista and Bradl 
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One of Barry’s biggest fans.... 








CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Casey Stoner, AUS 

Honda 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

3 

Cal Crutchlow, GBR 

Yamaha 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Yamaha 

5 

Alvaro Bautista, SPA 

Honda 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after n of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jorge Lorenzo 

350 

2 

Dani Pedrosa 

307 

3 

Casey Stoner 

238 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso 

208 

5 

Alvaro Bautista 

165 





Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Pol Espagaro, SPA 

Kalex 

2 

Ant West, AUS 

Speed Up 

3 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Suter 

4 

Scott Redding, GBR 

Kalex 

5 

Dominique Aegerter, SUI 

Suter 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 16 of n rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marc Marquez 

299 

2 

Pol Espagaro 

260 

3 

Andrea lannone 

188 

4 

Thomas Luthi 

177 

5 

Scott Redding 

161 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Sandro Cortese, GER 

KTM 

2 

Miguel Oliveira, POR 

Suter Honda 

3 

Arthur Sissis, AUS 

KTM 

4 

Alex Rins, SPA 

Suter Honda 

5 

Danny Kent, GBR 

KTM 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 16 of n rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Sandro Cortese 

305 

2 

Luis Salom 

208 

3 

Maverick Vinales 

199 

4 

Alex Rins 

141 

5 

Romano Fenati 

136 



























































MotoGP 

NEWS 

MASH-UP 


B en Spies is expected to be on the side¬ 
lines for a further eight-nine weeks after 
shoulder surgery in the wake of his Malaysia 
GP crash and it is ironic that the American will 
be replaced by Yamaha test rider Katsuyuki 
Nakasuga at Valencia for the final round on 
November 11th. Nakasuga was allegedly set 
for a wild-card appearance in Spain (this idea 
is supported by the fact that Josh Hayes or 
BSB star Tommy Hill were not subsequently 
drafted in); the very same status that Spies 
made his first MotoGP appearance on the Ml 
in 2009 after winning the factory’s last World 
Superbike crown. Now Spies has finished the 
Yamaha chapter of his career and will have to 
be patient before he starts his Ducati appren¬ 
ticeship. 

I t was a wholly fitting tribute to Casey Stoner 
that the corner where the six-times Aussie 
Grand Prix winner wows fans around the world 
with his rear wheel drifts has been named af¬ 
ter him in just the third ‘allocation’ of honours 
at Phillip Island; one of the most majestic and 
anticipated circuits in the world with arguably 
the most disruptive meteorological situ. Turn 
three - directly after Gardner straight and 
Doohan Corner - sees the Honda rider carry¬ 
ing speeds of around 160mph. 

M oto3 protagonist Maverick Vinales has 
had a turbulent fortnight with plenty of 
air travel to think about the ramifications of his 
decision to quit his ‘second division’ Avintia 
Blusens for the Malaysian round, issue a for¬ 
mal apology/backtrack, fly to Phillip Island to 
calm the storm and then crash out of the Aus¬ 
sie Grand Prix. The split and reunion seems 
one of those classic cases where all the facts 



are obscured and there are two sides to each 
story, even if one version is being shouted 
louder than the other. Vinales gained respect 
from a host of mistreated riders, highlighted 
some of the absurd conflict-of-interest exam¬ 
ples in motorsport with one person working for 
two parties and also honed his reputation as a 
straight-shooter with his words and actions. He 
has also carved a place for himself as a poten¬ 
tial trouble-maker and (as Honda’s brightest 
star on the FTR machine) in what is just the 
first year of Moto3 has drawn a lot of nega¬ 
tive attention to his name in terms of climbing 
the HRC ladder. The reconciliation for Phillip 
Island provided a band-aid but part two of this 
dramatic affair is bound to come after Valen¬ 
cia and KTM could be waiting in the wings to 
see what happens with the Spaniard’s contract 
situation as Sandro Cortese flies to Moto2. 

A date shift for the German Grand Prix and 
confirmation of the third event of the 
MotoGP calendar to visit the U.S. in 2013 were 
the only changes to the last version of the 
schedule emailed over a week ago. 

The Americas facility in Austin, Texas will 
provide a brand new venue for the series and 
makes a firm second round fixture in April 
despite some of the worrying legal wrangles 
over rights to the promotion that are still on¬ 
going. With World Superbike set to visit Buddh 
International for the first trip to India in 2013 it 
is confusing why MotoGP are not further es¬ 
tablishing their presence in the east (but then 
WSB also visits Russia) although with both 
disciplines now under the same ownership um¬ 
brella Superbike could almost be testing the 
water for the circuit that hosted FI for the first 
time in 2011. (AW) 





MILESTONE MELEE IN 
FIRST YEAR OF M()t(>3 


S andro Cortese’s landmark achievement in 
Sepang two weeks ago heralded a number 
of ‘firsts’. 

The stats might already be familiar but the fact 
that the German became the inaugural Moto3 
World Champion and set a few new milestones 
on the way is still very newsworthy and per¬ 
haps distinguishes him more than the other 
two champions. After all, Marc Marquez’s suc¬ 
cess in Moto2 means that Spain has now taken 
two out of the last three titles in the category 
and Jorge Lorenzo’s emphatic second MotoGP 
crown was his second in three years and was 
secured with a campaign even more consistent 
and deadly efficient than his 2010 run to glory. 

Cortese added to his podium tally in Australia 
last weekend with his fourteenth trophy of the 
year, which equalled a record for the most ros¬ 
trums in the history of the lightweight division. 


That kind of consistency is what helped the 
22 year old to be the fourth German to clear- 
up in the small cylinder classes and deliver a 
maiden championship for KTM. The Austrian 
factory has made an instant impact with their 
250cc four-stroke technology compared to 
their 125cc two-stroke efforts at the beginning 
of the century (Casey Stoner actually posted 
their first Grand Prix triumph towards the end 
of their second season). 

Nine victories with four different riders have 
demonstrated the competitive level of the 
machinery and the events of Sepang - where 
Cortese garnered win number four - illustrated 
this further as Zulfahmi Khairruddin boosted 
the profile of the sport further in his home 
country by becoming not only the first Malay¬ 
sian to start a Grand Prix from pole position 
but also walked the box with his national flag 
in what was his 49th career start. (AW) 
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Photos: Taglioni S., Archer R. 
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RIDERS RIGHTS 

By Matthew Roberts 


C armelo Ezpeleta’s overhaul of the MotoGP 
paddock continues apace behind the scenes 
as he looks to improve the racing and lower 
costs during the global financial crisis. 



His latest target is bringing private teams to 
heal by establishing a system to ensure that 
riders get paid to perform, instead of the cash 
transfer working in the opposite direction. It’s a 
well-known fact in motorcycle racing that only 
the best riders in any series bag the big bucks 
whilst the rest of the grid either ride for free or 
pay for their seat through personal sponsorship 
deals. 


According to Spanish newspaper Marca the 
Columbian rider Yonny Hernandez had to shell 
out for his CRT ride with Blusens Avintia this 
year whilst the likes of his team-mate Ivan Silva 
and Pramac Ducati’s Hector Barbera earned 
less than 50,000 euros for the season - a lower 
annual wage than some of their mechanics. As 
the cost of racing goes down with the CRT revo¬ 
lution over the next couple of seasons potential 
profit margins will go up, giving unscrupulous 
team managers the opportunity to make money 
from riders bringing in sponsors or stumping up 
the cash out of their own pockets. 

Ezpeleta’s proposal is a minimum salary of 
300,000 euros, to be introduced in 2014. Quite 
simply, if a team can’t guarantee that their 
riders are getting paid at least this figure then 
they won’t be allowed on the grid. Next on his 
list will be the Moto2 and Moto3 teams, where 
the problem is even more rife. It has long been 
a ‘Catch 22’ situation for talented young racers 
and their families, who often can’t find the cash 
for a competitive package on which to prove 
their worth. 


This leaves them vulnerable to teams who can 
offer opportunities on their own terms, such as 


team managers signing promising riders on con 
tracts that also include a personal management 
agreement. This conflict of interest was high¬ 
lighted by Maverick Vinales’ much publicised 
walkout on the Avintia Blusens Moto3 team in 
Malaysia when he still had a chance to win the 
championship, accusing team manager Ricard 
Jove, who also acts as his personal manager, of 
neglecting to pass on details of lucrative offers 
from rival teams. 



Vinales’ reaction to finding out about these of¬ 
fers just days after signing a new two-year deal 
with his current team was ill-advised but at least 
it has brought a common situation to public 
light. Many riders in the smaller classes are on 
contracts that heavily defend the interests of the 
team and a system that protects the interests of 
the rider, whether that is through an organised 
representative body or regulations put in place 
by Dorna, is in urgent need. 

This season is probably the worst I can remem¬ 
ber for riders getting fired and replaced at short 
notice, often for reasons seemingly outside the 
sporting. I’m told that one of the terms of con¬ 
tract that Moto2 rider Claudio Corti was deemed 
to have broken when he was fired by the Ital¬ 
ians team in favour of Toni Elias was that he 
was ‘inappropriately dressed.’ Supposedly he 
had worn his own shorts - as riders tend to do - 
instead of team uniform trousers. Corti, inciden¬ 
tally, was tenth in the championship at that time 
with a podium finish to his name. 

Of course, a professional rider’s lot is not a 
bad one by most people’s standards but these 
guys risk their lives every time they go to work 
- whether they cross the line in first place or 
last. There are plenty of people in the paddock 
making big bucks from the entertainment they 
provide and it is time the balance of earnings 
throughout the field was addressed. 
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By Adam Wheeler, photos by Ray Archer 

HOW A DEFUNCT CULT BRAND NOW HAS NEW LIFE THANKS TO TWO OF THE 
SHARPEST ENTREPRENEURS IN THE MOTORCYCLE OFF-ROAD INDUSTRY 


I t has been easy to spot 100%’ in 2012, but 
this was not always the case. In the past the 
brand that once stood out thanks to a strand 
of ‘cool’ that so many companies strive to 
reach had all but disappeared. Enter renowned 
creative and business duo Marc Blanchard 
and Ludo Boinnard - those that built the vast 
One Industries house - with renewed purpose 
and now 100% is back to being the logo and 
the product that riders from Pros to hobbyists 
want to be associated with. Their resurrec¬ 
tion of 100% started with goggles, but inside 


a year has progressed to sunglasses as well as 
a small cautious step into casualwear. Gautier 
Paulin and Justin Brayton were just two of the 
riders spotted on the circuits this year wearing 
the San Diego-based company’s striking offer¬ 
ings of design and quality. Blanchard and Boin¬ 
nard have a track record in the industry and 
an envious network, for this reason - and their 
compelling story of success - 100% is again 
one of the most dynamic forces on the scene. 

Here’s how they managed it... 





LAND OF HOPE... 

Ludo: I was an Enduro chase rider for a year 
after moving to the U.S. and it was pretty cool 
but I needed to work so I became an independ¬ 
ent export manager for quite a few brands, like 
FMF, IMS and DeVol. The thing with the inter¬ 
national export business is that your success is 
only going to be as good as the distributor you 
can find. 

Marc: My childhood dream was to come out to 
the U.S. ever since I discovered the American 
press with all those Bob Hannah and Marty 
Smith stories. I was sixteen and couldn’t un¬ 
derstand a word but was fascinated by the Cal¬ 
ifornian dream. I started at Motoverte [seminal 
French magazine] but had a design job offer 
with JT Racing. It was amazing and it was one 
of those big brands from my childhood. It was 
an opportunity too good to pass up. 

Ludo: They call it the land of dreams or op¬ 
portunity but I think that you can always see 
opportunities if you visit a foreign country. It 
is up to certain people to seize the ideas and 
make them happen. When I first came here 
there was not much to work with: a fax ma¬ 


chine with thermal paper! The computers were 
all PCs, Macs were small business, no emails, 
all business done by Fax. It was a different 
world compared to today. 

Marc: The off-road scene has always been 
bigger here in the U.S. In Europe we had the 
Grands Prix or Bercy or the Nations but here 
it is Supercross and the stadiums were full. It 
was incredible to watch it as a kid from an¬ 
other continent. 

Ludo: I could see brands that were very popu¬ 
lar in the U.S. were virtually unknown overseas 
and those guys - at that time - had no idea 
what was going on abroad. I saw an opportuni¬ 
ty to help them develop an international busi¬ 
ness and that is how I started, as an export 
manager for American brands. Even though 
the U.S is a country some people love to hate 
for various reasons it is still one that a look of 
people look up to. As far as consumerism, life¬ 
style image...there are some amazingly good 
things here. When people look at action sports 
then it is all about the U.S. 











Marc: Towards the end of that eight year pe¬ 
riod with JT I met Ludo, it must have been the 
early 90s. He was in LA and doing export and 
import and he was asking me for little logos 
and things like that to help him out. I had met 
him briefly before in France at an Enduro race 
and then we bumped into each other again in 
California. At the time in JT I started to have 
this idea about the graphics and stickers and 
I needed to find a partner. I hooked up with 
Danny Dobey who was also at JT. I knew how 
to design the product and he knew how to sell 
it but we needed someone who could actually 
build the team and run the day-to-day busi¬ 
ness because we weren’t businessmen and 
didn’t know anything about setting up a com¬ 
pany. 


Ludo: Marc wanted to start something and he 
had helped me a lot with my businesses with 
designs so it was only natural that we hooked 
up, made a team and put our ideas on the 
table. I moved to San Diego and I focussed on 
One Industries in January 1997. 

Marc: There is a lot of trust between us. I 
learned how to trust him because over the 
years a lot of moments came up through life 
and through business and you realise who you 
can count on. He gets on my nerves some¬ 
times. I’m not going to lie! It happened a lot 
through the time at One Industries but I’m 
sure it is the same for him. I’m not perfect 
and neither is he and we made mistakes but 
we respect each other. The relationship flowed 
together and was pretty easy in the One Indus¬ 
tries adventure. We had a good team of people 
and we tried to keep it fun. 















MAKING 


Ludo: I knew the economy was in good shape 
and growing at the time that we started One 
Industries and we expanded our business in 
the best years so we got lucky. People say ‘you 
were lucky with this, lucky with that,’ but you 
make some of your own luck. Of course good 
timing can be called luck but it is also about 
reflection and knowing when to move. 

Marc: I was watching a lot of the mistakes that 
were made at JT. I learned the business side of 
moto. With a company it is about the product 
that you need to create, store and sell. 

Ludo: We didn’t look at bike sales or com¬ 
petitors or the market that much. We had the 
attitude of 'who cares? Let’s do our own thing’. 
We wanted to make stuff that was cool and fun 
and things that fans of the sport - as we are - 
would love. 

Marc: It is tough to build a brand and it takes 
time for people to realise who you are and 
what you do. For them to start enjoying your 
products and embracing your brand. It is not 
easy but it is a very rewarding feeling when 
people react to it. There is a lot of satisfaction 
involved. 

Ludo: The top part of it for me was when we 
did stuff with David Bailey. In 2006 we re¬ 
leased the twentieth anniversary helmet with 
the whole scene around Maggiora and his 


battle at the Coliseum. By that time we had 
already become successful in many fields. We 
were the number one graphic company, we’d 
had a lot of success with the casual wear, we 
already had two years of business with the 
helmets and were covering a lot of ground 
worldwide. What was important was doing 
something that would vibrate among moto- 
cross people and the scene. All the comments, 
emails and feedback were great to see. People 
were feeling good about being a fan of moto- 
cross and that was our ultimate goal. 

Marc: Ludo and I were doing only what we 
wanted to do and that was regardless of the 
success. The success came because we real¬ 
ised our idea was good. We did stuff because 
we wanted to. For example the yellow YZ kits, 
we didn’t know if it would it work and we were 
braced for failure but people ended up loving 
it. 

Ludo: Marc was much closer to the brand. He 
came-up with the name and was thinking of it 
for two years while at JT. I was surprised we 
did well right away and made a million in the 
first year and I had no idea we would go to the 
level that we did. It was never my plan to build 
a business that would go so well and get so 
big. 
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...MOVING ON 


Ludo: What we did was great but it was ten 
years of work going from zero to twenty mil¬ 
lion and, to me, it was a chapter. There were 
groups showing up every once in a while with 
money and it was the chance to put my fam¬ 
ily out of any trouble for the long run. When 
opportunity knocks like that.... It was five years 
last July that we sold it. 

Marc: I never wanted to jump out. We got 
to a point at One Industries where we were 
comfortable enough to do what we wanted. If 
we wanted to take out ten page adverts and 
release some cool stuff then we could afford 
it. We could afford to hire good people too, so 
the team was solid. Selling the company was a 
good thing but I also thought it was too early 
for me because we were at the beginning of a 
decent story. 

Ludo: I took a few years off after selling One 
Industries, bought houses here and there, and 
we had a third child as my wife and I both 
owned Tag Metals and sold that to the same 
people who bought One Industries. I had been 
rallying since 2001 and I always had 2011 as 
the date I would quit. 

Marc: We sold it almost at the peak but I think 
we could have stayed onboard and continued 
to be successful even though the economy 
was going down. I think we would have been 
able to slow down, watch for mistakes and ride 
the wave like most companies do. Ludo was 
ready to go out and ride his rally bikes, which I 
totally understand, and the offer was too good 
but the plan for me was to continue working. 

I didn’t think I would retire because I’m pas¬ 
sionate about motocross and wanted to keep 
around it. 


Ludo: Eventually one of the motivations for 
coming back to work was to do with lifestyle. I 
don’t think I am old enough to retire and also 
your kids are looking at you and you need to 
be an example. They need to understand that it 
takes work to make things happen. 

Marc: When Ludo left One Industries was very 
different and not that fun any more for me. 
That’s why I took some time off. I was in a po¬ 
sition that I could afford it but it was great to 
step back and take some time with the family. 
Ludo: I was meeting other people and look¬ 
ing for something else. I’m from the mountain 
region in France and my family have been 
into skiing for what-seems-like forever and I 
found myself with a different venture. Klint is a 
fun project. I don’t know the Ski industry and 
the sport all that well so it is a great learning 
experience; I really enjoy it. In one year we 
have done more work with that brand in terms 
of marketing and test results and gained more 
awards than any other brand has achieved in 
their first five. So it is pretty cool. Does that 
mean it will succeed? I don’t know. It is a pret¬ 
ty tough market. You need constant work but it 
is fun and Marc is also a partner. If I knew the 
industry as well as moto then I could tell you 
exactly where we are going to go, where we will 
be in one, two or five years. 

Marc: I always thought I would start some¬ 
thing again and it was pretty obvious I would 
stay near the sport. I love to work and wanted 
to do something else. There was something 
unfinished about One Industries... 
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Ludo: I had bought the 100% brand from a 
friend of the original founder and it took me 
two years to do that deal. The reason I bought 
100% was because I didn’t want to go through 
the process of creating a whole new brand 
again. The economy had also taken a dump. 

It started four days after we sold One Indus¬ 
tries actually. July 27th is when we sold and 
I remember being in Brazil at a rally in the 
first days of August and seeing news on my 
phone of the failure of the first major merger 
and acquisition deal in the western world with 
Home Depot. I saw the deal on my iPhone and 
thought ‘wow’. Over the next two years people 
were saying to me ‘good timing...’. I was just 
sitting on 100% and was not too sure about 
what to do. 

Marc: Ludo was involved with the Ski busi¬ 
ness but called me one day and said ‘I have 
the chance to purchase 100%, are you in?’ of 
course I was in! Even at One Industries I al¬ 
ways liked 100%, the brand, the look and what 
it stood for. I thought it was too bad that it 
hadn’t been bigger because it was a cool name 
and I could see in my head what I would do 
with it. Like ‘One’ it is a name you can apply to 


a lot of sports, not necessarily just motocross. 
I’m excited about 100%; it was like getting 
the band back together. To start something 
small and see where it goes. I’m not looking 
for riches: that’s not the point or the motiva¬ 
tion for doing this. We want the feeling again of 
building something solid that speaks passion. 
Ludo: 100% has always been a good brand 
and the owner had bad luck on many levels. It 
has never been damaged and has been ‘under¬ 
ground’. It is part of motocross Americana. It 
is an iconic badge of honour and I loved it and 
so did other people that I spoke to about it. I 
jumped on it. 

Marc: When the One Industries chapter fin¬ 
ished there was the one thing we hadn’t done 
and we always wanted to do. The competitors 
are not small fry, they are people like Oakley, 
Scott, Smith and Spy...those guys are enor¬ 
mous... 

Ludo: The thing that is closest to the brain 
and the soul of the rider is the goggles and we 
wanted to do something that was independ¬ 
ent. People say to us 'why goggles?’ but I see 
a lot of people not doing the product right on 
many levels. When you take a company that is 




really focussed on moto, focussed on goggles 
and that has it’s distribution together so the 
product is carried properly by the retailer and 
there is no discounting or fighting going on 
then there is nobody hitting the mark. We saw 
some pretty unique opportunities with regards 
to distribution two years ago and amazingly 
they are still available today. 

Marc: To start a goggle company and think 
you are going to kick the competitors’ ass is 
stupid. We are not here for that. At One Indus¬ 
tries we wanted to do eyewear at one point 
but it is not something you can do overnight. 
We did helmets and casualwear and probably 
would have had some goggles at a stage on 
the road. I always liked that product. So we 
started sketching and doing some research. 
Ludo: We hired some people and it took a 
lot of work and development but we wanted 
a unique product that looks and works differ¬ 
ently. It is really a motocross goggle brand that 
is independent from everybody and everything. 
Marc: Being a designer is my job and it’s 
what I like. I still get inspired....! love all that! 
We had so much on our plates during the last 
days at One Industries that there was no time 


to stop and say ‘let’s think about some new 
ideas’. We were just trying to meet deadlines. 
Here it is still small enough for me to really 
enjoy the search. 

Ludo: For 100% I know the market and I know 
the people in the industry so well it is very 
easy for me to know who to bring into the op¬ 
eration. I know how to staff that moto company 
very well and it requires less presence from 
me. I’m not really a ‘front person’ anyway. Our 
goal is to be a goggle brand in the moto world. 
People are already saying ‘when are you gonna 
do helmets and graphics?’ because 100% at 
one point was a graphic company but when 
I sold Braking I didn’t go back into the brake 
business, when I sold Tag with my wife there 
was no question of going back into the han¬ 
dlebar or sprocket business. One Industries? 
We’ve done the helmet thing and it succeeded. 
We did the graphics thing and it succeeded. To 
us 100% is really a goggle brand and we hope 
people will like it as much as we do. 


All readers from the UK can grab their 
100% products from Decade Europe. 
Click on the logo for more info 
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From the premier line of J00% goggles, come the 
Racecraft, the Accuri and the Strata. 

While all models offer unique features, fit and function, 

they all carry the same DMA & utilize the same interchangeable 

TOPVIEWi S lens technology and tear-off system. 

Be prepared for any riding conditions while stocking 
your gear bag with less accessories. 

100%, the most versatile goggle system in 

motocross. 
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By Adam Wheeler, photos by Stefan Wassner 


A NEW STUDY BY GERMAN SPORT SCIENTIST GROUP WWW.SNDC.DIE HAS 
FOUND SOME INTERESTING RESULTS FOR THE USE OF COMPRESSION 
GARMENTS WITH HIGH INTENSITY EXERCISE LIKE MOTORCYCLE RACING... 


M ost professional motocrossers or road 
racers are used to being under the 
‘squeeze’. The aim of the scientific experiment 
by trainer and Sport Scientist Stephan Nuesser 
was not to analyze racecraft or mental stress. 
The German was in fact keen to see if - and 
how - compression support clothing could 
physiologically assist the rider. After some cu¬ 
rious findings he got in touch with OTOR. 


“There have been a few studies into compres¬ 
sion garments, particularly in fields like triath¬ 
lon, where they have been found to have a pos¬ 
itive impact in terms of performance, recovery 
and fatigue,” he said. “I’m always interested in 
finding equipment or methods that can help 
performance and in the end it was not too dif¬ 
ficult to ask some riders to make a test session 
with and then without the products. We were 
then able to measure the blood samples with a 
test protocol.” 















Ten high-level national championship moto- 
crossers were asked to undertake a riding ses¬ 
sion on the same track on two different days a 
week apart. 

The gang, with an average age of 22.5 years, 
weight of 72.4kg and height of 179.1cm, had a 
25 minute warm-up and then two 25 minute 
‘motos’ at full intensity with a thirty minute 
break in between. Capillary blood samples for 
Lactate (LAC) and Creatine Kinase (CK) were 
taken in the resting moments after both motos 
and then one hour after the riding had been 


completed. The riders also completed a ques¬ 
tionnaire about muscle soreness and muscle 
state after each day. 

The difference in the sessions? 

On Day 1 the racers took to the track in their 
normal riding gear. On Day 2 they adopted full 
leg and arm compression sleeves from Swiss 
specialists Compressport; non-lyrca products 
geared to limiting movement and vibration of 
the muscles (not simply tight elastic) com¬ 
monly found for leg and arm muscle groups. 



WHAT IS an 


CK is an enzyme key in the production of en¬ 
ergy and ^generated when muscles of cells 
or th^^rt come under stress - one of those 
caus^ireing through exercise. The amount of 
CK a person accumulates depends on various 
factors like the amount of muscle mass, for 
example. A high level of CK is one of the chief 
elements in a condition called Rhabdomyolysis 
which means the breakdown of skeletal muscle 









RESULTS 


The measurements found that Lactate and 
Creatine Kinase were noticeably lower after 
activity on Day 2 with the compression equip¬ 
ment. LAC was 0.8 mmol down while CK was 
at 58 u/l compared to Day 1. Basically the rid¬ 
ers had a 10% better state of recovery and less 
muscle soreness after the second outing. 

“Full leg and arm compression sleeves pro¬ 
duced a decent result for lactate production 
and creatine kinase release,” says Nuesser. “It 
means a reduced muscle workload and de¬ 
creased tissue and cell damage during moto- 
cross. Obviously these are major assists for 
the rider.” 



Feature 


THIE MESSAGE 


“Compression is becoming more and more 
popular in endurance sports and some experi¬ 
ments had found encouraging signs when it 
comes to recovery while some other sources 
were not so clear, so that made me curious. 
From our results it is conclusive that compres¬ 
sion does help, particularly because motocross 
is such a complex activity. You have the high 
cardio and physical strength that is required, 
the impact on the muscles from the jump land¬ 
ings and even the effect of vibration and move¬ 
ment from the bike. Due to this ‘high load’ of 
stress that motocross places on the individual 
-more so perhaps than any other sport - the 
findings are pretty significant.” 


The message seems pretty clear. To detox the 
muscles faster and assist recovery (ideal for 
athletes who have little time between sessions 
or races) and by reducing the levels of lactic 
acid it seems worthwhile to consider some 
stretchy fabric under riding gear. In a sport 
where tenths of a second count and the dif¬ 
ference in results is mainly down to the rider 
and his capabilities these findings prove that 
compressive clothing cannot be discounted. A 
simple walk around the paddock will see racers 
already using material for thermal or moisture 
wicking purposes...but a bit more pressure 
could go a long way. 






“While compression could 
provide a beneficial edge 
to the serious athlete the 
common assumption that 
pressure pays-off means 
it should be considered by 
anyone keen to exercise.” 


COMPRESSION 

A quick hunt around the web reveals that 
the Swiss Compressport www.compressport. 
uk.com (with distribution in fourteen major 
countries from Canada to Japan) is rivalled 
by American firm 2XU http://www.2xushop. 
co.uk/compression/research.html with both 
companies offering a range of products. We 
are talking about more than just a springy set 
of pants. The calf guard from Compressport 
comes with 220 silicon spikes in the zone 
around the ankle and clearly a lot of research 
and technology has gone into production. 

While compression could provide a beneficial 
edge to the serious or professional athlete the 
common assumption that pressure pays off 
means it should be considered by anyone keen 
to exercise. 



on 


bic glucose metabolism 
ctate levels rise with the 
the muscles /body. Recent 


findings (Robergs et al, 2004) state that rather 
than being the chief cause of the dreaded 
‘cramp’ or muscle seizure lactic acidosis is 
merely a necessary component in the process. 

Named ‘lactic’ from the original experiments 
with sour milk samples, it is believed to be a 
consequence of a lack of oxygen to the mus- 
cles and one of the (sometimes uncomfort- 
le) after-effects of exercise. 







KBS NEWS 

RIDERS CHANGE AROUND 
FOR 2013 


A series of press releases last week brought 
no surprises when it comes to the battle 
lines for the 2013 FIM Motocross World Cham¬ 
pionship. The news was old even before it was 
announced: Arnaud Tonus’ late defection from 
a factory Yamaha MX2 berth to a Pro Circuit 
supported Kawasaki ride with CLS followed 
Joel Roelants move in the opposite direction 
but the Belgian jumps into MX1 due to the age 
limit and partners Steven Frossard. Maxime De- 
sprey make a more direct swap having left CLS 
and a decent European campaign to saddle the 
Dixon Monster Energy Yamaha next to 2012 
rival Mel Pocock. Perhaps the only real revela¬ 
tion was the signature of Australian Dean Ferris 
as the sixth and final Yamaha representative, 
giving the brand a four-rider presence in MX2. 
Ferris, who made several outings on the factory 
Honda in MX1 in 2011 and then had an injury- 
interrupted term in the premier class riding for 
Kimi Raikkonen’s IceOne Kawasaki team, is still 
old enough to slot into MX2 and could be one 
of the dark horses of the category. 


Shaun Simpson looks set to sign for a well- 
supported ride with the Italian TM factory in a 
new team run by llario Ricci (the Italian ran a 
factory outfit for Yamaha and for the last two 
years with Husqvarna). The Scot is touted to 
be the number one rider on the fetching and 
permanently under-rated light blue 450 and 
could fight from the advantageous position of 
underdog in 2013 where some bright results 
will enhance his reputation and that of Ricci. 

Rui Goncalves has also yet to confirm a home 
but many are making a link between the Portu¬ 
guese and the second Iceone machine (with TM 
also being talked about). With former Kawasaki 
factory rider Xavier Boog already confirmed for 
the Finnish crew it would be a strong formation 
for the satellite set-up for the eighteen round 
campaign. Sebastien Pourcel has also to con¬ 
firm employment with his brother Christophe 
having closed his CP377 squad after one year. 

Check out the list opposite for a run-down... 

















Here is a line-up of the principal teams & those that have publicly confirmed their plans for 2013 


Red Bull KTM 

Jeffrey Herlings 
Jordi Tixier 
Tony Cairoli* 

Ken De Dycker* 

Nestaan JM Racing Team 

Jake Nicholls 
Romain Febvre 

Standing Construct Racing KTM 

Glen Coldenhoff 
Pascal Rauchenecker 

Honda World Motocross 

Evgeny Bobryshev* 

Max Nagl* 

Honda Gariboldi 

David Philippaerts* 

Aleksandr Tonkov 

Honda LS 

Greg Aranda* 

Jens Getteman* 

Rockstar Energy Suzuki World MX1 

Clement Desalle* 

Kevin Strijbos* 

Rockstar Energy Suzuki Europe 

Max Anstie 
Julien Lieber 


Kawasaki Racing Team 

Gautier Paulin* 

Jeremy Van Horebeek* 

CLS Monster Energy Pro Circuit Kawasaki 

Tommy Searle* 

Arnaud Tonus 
Alessandro Lupino 

Iceone Kawasaki 

Xavier Boog* 

Rockstar Bud Kawasaki Racing 

Valentin Teillet 
Dylan Ferrandis 

TM Factory Racing 

Shaun Simpson (TBC)* 

Monster Energy Yamaha 

Steve Frossard* 

Joel Roelants* 

Christophe Charlier 
Mel Pocock 
Dean Ferris 
Maxime Desprey 

STR KTM 

Jonathan Barragan* 

Matiss Karro* 

*denotes MX1 riders 


MXGP SHIFT-SHAPES 


C licking on the headline above will take you 
to the provisional 2013 calendars for Mo- 
toGP and also MX that are now active on www. 
ontrackoffroad.com. As is seen with the FIM MX 
listing the championship now extends to eight¬ 
een rounds with two big holes still to be filled 
One possibly for Bulgaria, which at present sits 
off the schedule for the first time since 2005 
and the other that was close to being another 
visit to the UK but now remains in a spot of 


limbo. Talk of a new circuit near Lisbon could 
see the Portuguese GP move away from the 
site of Agueda for the first time this century. 
There is of course that wonderfully exotic open¬ 
ing to the series with the floodlit Qatar and 
Thailand marking new territory for motocross 
and forging one of two double overseas trips 
(Mexico and Brazil providing another South 
American back-to-back jaunt). 
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SUES BLOG 


ANOTHER DIRECTION...? 

By Adam Wheeler 


W hy can’t motocross move into a stadium? 

That was one of the main thoughts going 
through my mind sitting in the Sam Boyd sur¬ 
rounded by thousands watching the Monster 
Energy Cup. 

Perhaps Supercross is a man-made jump too 
far for even the lightest motocross fan (and 
common rider who wants to relate, let’s not 
forget) and the distinctive and natural features 
of motocross tracks is such a strong facet of 
the outdoors. Nevertheless there are so many 
positive attributes connected to supercross and 
its ‘recipe’ that provides potential for dirt-bike 
racing across the world. Supercross is short, 
compact, easy to televise, appeals to the arm¬ 
chair masses, clean (important for advertisers) 
seemingly more dangerous and arguably more 
thrilling. ‘Stadium racing’ can also be this way 
and it needn’t involve sets of whoops and daunt¬ 
ing mega-triples. 

Well, ‘why not stick with Supercross?’ is one 
question. The absence of any European riders at 
the second edition of the world’s richest motor¬ 
cycle face-off (and one that has separated itself 
further from being ‘just another AMA Supercross 
meeting’ with the sense of spectacle thanks to 
the lightshows, fireworks, vast paddock displays 
and exemplary set-up) partially reveals why su¬ 
percross is becoming so niched, so specialised 
and so ‘American’. We are talking about a dis¬ 
cipline that enjoys an immense following within 
the boundaries of one continent and it is a little 
confusing why it cannot or will not successfully 
transfer to an international audience. I’ve no 
doubt that people in the UK would pay to see 
the AMA collective circling the 02 in London, 
for example, but maybe it would really boom 


if Britain could produce athletes that would be 
able to compete on the same level. The truth is 
that maybe only Australia has anything remotely 
near the U.S. in terms of a supercross culture 
and while there will be notable exceptions - step 
forward Mr Roczen - SX will remain chiefly an 
American pursuit for many generations and dirt¬ 
biking will have missed a chance. 

Dumbed-down supercross maybe isn’t the an¬ 
swer and I’m fully aware there is an Arenacross 
series in place but it seems to fit a supporting 
role on the bill. Other issues against stadium 
racing? The bikes are fast, arena sizes are varied 
and limited (but that hasn’t stopped rally cars) 
and there is a whole political agenda with Super¬ 
cross being a juggernaut and then the clear and 
historical division between SX and MX. 

I can’t help but wonder why a five round ‘Mon¬ 
ster Cup series’ hitting several hotspots around 
the globe on a layout that does not favour one 
territory or nation cannot be a winner? 

The Motocross of Nations clearly has a cosmo¬ 
politan magic ingredient that draws the specta¬ 
tors and the best and biggest of the industry 
each year and while the multinational aspect 
holds valuable currency the base attraction of 
the event is getting the world’s fastest together 
and behind the same gate. Take this element, 
put it within a site in a major city (much in the 
same way X-Fighters or Freestyle can do) and let 
the theatre, speed and skill speak for itself. 

I can imagine it would be much more harder to 
organise and get the commitment of the brands 
and athletes required than it would be to pro¬ 
mote. Who fancies the challenge? 




MONSTER ENERGY CUP 

SAM BOYD STADIUM ■ OCTOBER 20th 

Winner: Justin Barcia, Honda 


By Adam Wheeler, Photc 









T he Monster Energy Cup was a great preview to 
what will be and what could almost be. This stan¬ 
dalone, lucrative and showy event was both a test 
outing for many of the teams and riders that will be 
entering the Anaheim facility for the first of seven¬ 
teen rounds on January 5th but also a piece of rac¬ 
ing theatre; more glossy, experimental and carefree 
than any championship round. 

Being in Las Vegas for the ‘MEC’ is entirely appropri¬ 
ate for a city that is centre around entertainment and 
hedonism. The 'Monster Million’ bonus for he that 
could win all three races also a suitable tie-in. For 
the second edition Monster Energy and Feld Motor- 
sports worked on making the fixture more of a spec¬ 
tacle instead of being the eighteenth supercross of a 
year. 

We all know by now that the Ricky Carmichael-de¬ 
signed layout in the Sam Boyd featured things like 
a Joker Lane, a split start (that did not produce any 
carnage despite some privately stated fears) and a 
vast banked turn into the stands dubbed ‘Talledega’. 

These additions did not feel like gimmicks and were 
actually enhancements to a track that was still to all 
intents and purposes a supercross course and will 
therefore limit the MEC to being a wholly American 
venture if it remains so. Live TV coverage on Speed, 
a clearer racing programme of three classes (even 
though the jumps were brutal for the Super Minis), 
an opening ceremony that ramped up the excitement 
and off-track fun by the likes of Ken Block and Nate 
Adams indicated that the MEC is here to stay. 

On the track and Justin Barcia’s name made head¬ 
lines around the world in what was the first stretch 
of the slow off-season hum. Eli Tomac’s speed on 
a 450, Ryan Dungey’s consolidated confidence and 
hand-shifting abilities and some frighteningly fast 
riding by Ryan Villopoto for the first of the three 
main events were other highlights. 

The MEC is starting to gain extra credibility and 
more momentum even though it occupies yet an¬ 
other weekend on a busy AMA and FIM annual calen¬ 
dar sheet. Next year’s date is already confirmed for 
October 19th...now for just a little more international 
presence... 






A powerful first Heat victory for 
Ryan Villopoto had the accountants 
at Monster Energy nervous once 
more. A crash in the second sprint 
sealed the purse strings. “It is 
kinda like the first race instead 
of the last here for me,” he said 
beforehand. “It is a case of looking 
how we do, going back and doing 
the homework and then getting 
ready for Anaheim I.” 
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Dungey attempts to shift gear 
with his hand over a double jump. 
Incredible scenes. He didn’t have 
any luck as run-ins with haybales 
left him jammed in second and then 
third gear in the first two Heats 
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Let the show begin; Vegas style. “We line-up here every year and 
in 2011 there were three of us close in the points for the AMA 
championship,” recounted Villopoto on the prospect of the million 
dollar prize. “I would rather have the pressure of winning a million 
dollars in one race than that championship being on the line! It 
was good here last October. I really focused on the start and when 
that came it was a case of making ten consistent laps. I felt good 
on the night and if any thing was going to go wrong then it would 
be though my mistake.” That mistake would come in 2012... 












Britain’s Paul Coates finished an 
impressive second to teenage 
sensation Adam Cianciarulo in the 
Amateur class to prove the Europeans 
can still make a splash at SX... 







It seemed like AMA 250 Champion Blake j 
Baggett walked more of the track than h4| 
rode it. A practice crash would lead^i a 
broken left arm and the Pro Circuit 
has to prove his mettle on the Indoor track 
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“I would lying if I said I was here 
trying to go for the win. It has 
been a long time and I’ll go out 
there and get my feet wet and 
see what I need to work on,” 
said Chad Reed who dusted off 
the cobwebs in Las Vegas and 
then eased to victory at Phillip 
Island for the second round of the 
Australian SX series 




Eli Tomac’s performance almost 
eclipsed that of former Geico 
Honda team-mate Barcia. The SX 


Lites Champion was the shrewdest 



when it came to the Joker Lane 
and his early entry in the final 
Heat was key to his victory 
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MONSTER ENERGY VICE PRESIDENT OF SPORTS 
MARKETING BRUCE STJERNSTROM 




This is the second edition of the Monster En¬ 
ergy Cup. Despite the extent of the show and 
the major investment in making this happen it 
looks like it isn’t going anywhere yet... 

BS: Yes because our main idea was to create a 
legitimate event and something that was not a 
gimmick. The problem is that in the States the 
season is so long, we are talking 30 weekends 
for those that also do the Nations, and with the 
MEC it is 31 and that’s a lot to ask. Working 
with Feld Motorsports we talked about gen¬ 
erating the motivation for the teams to come 
to an event like this because those guys cher¬ 
ish their time off. We had to create something 
that was attractive for the riders and what’s 
the most attractive thing? Money. It was also 


something that was attractive to the fans and 
the media. Supercross is awesome I think. It is 
hard to argue against it in terms of the show 
and the attendance. We thought we could use 
this event to experiment with different things. 
On the track we could use things like the Joker 
Lane and the Split Start and these are things 
that you couldn't throw into a seventeen race 
series. Part of the idea was to try stuff here 
and then if people like it then it might help to 
evolve the sport. It stops it getting stale. 

Are you happy with how the MEC has been 
received and adopted then? 

BS: We are really happy with how the teams 
and the riders have accepted the event be- 


cause we know how much it costs for them 
to come here. I’m pleased that the event has 
gained legitimacy in one year and we are not 
begging the teams and the riders to come and 
they are looking at the event as something 
important. It was a big step for us to get to this 
level in just a year and we are very proud. 

You’ve also got more going on away from the 
track... 

BS: Monster wanted to bring other entertain¬ 
ment here and expose them to things that 
perhaps they had not really taken-in before. I 
mean Ken Block is a huge star and an internet 
phenomenon but yet people have never really 
seen him live but he’s a cool guy. Same for the 
freestylers. They wanted to be here and volun¬ 
teered. 

It is perhaps too ‘supercrossy’? Are you just 
restricting the MEC to an American audience? 

BS: I think the first step is to get some of the 
top Europeans to this event and that is some¬ 
thing I am working on with Feld and we are 
going to actively push towards having the top 
three to four Europeans here. Guys like Cairoli, 
Paulin, Frossard, Herlings and Pourcel, whoev¬ 
er would like to come. Those guys really did a 
great job at the Motocross of Nations in beat¬ 
ing our team and I think it creates more com¬ 
petition. It will give more of an international 
feeling to the event and this is what the Mon¬ 
ster Cup needs. I know there is interest and I 
know they saw it last year. I believe the track is 
something raceable for them and it is a mat¬ 
ter of listening to them and getting them here 
without creating a feeling that we are ‘setting 
them up’ because they deserve to be here. 


We are surrounded by news every day of how 
difficult the economy is around the world. To 
be able to put up a one million dollar prize 
fund is a pretty powerful statement... 

BS: Well, honestly, I don’t think we believed 
last year that anyone would win it! It was in¬ 
credible watching Ryan [Villopoto] in 2011 and 
looking back now I think it was really impor¬ 
tant that he did win. I think many people would 
associate that kind of money with some kind 
of catch but the fact that he took that money 
away caused a few riders to stop and think 
‘wait a minute...he actually won that?!’ and it 
helps them in their approach to the race; they 
either want to try and win that million or stop 
someone else from getting it. It some sense it 
is a status symbol for the event and there is 
big potential. It takes a tremendous effort to 
win that money but Ryan proved first time out 
that it can be done. I would say the competi¬ 
tion is even tougher now but it is possible. 

And for Monster Energy to be reserving this 
kind of budget for a motocross race is a great 
thing for the sport and the scene... 

BS: For Monster motocross is a sport that was 
integral in the beginnings of our brand and 
it is something that is really ingrained in our 
culture and you can see it by how much motor¬ 
cycle sport and motocross we are involved in 
around the world. From the Grand Prix series, 
to Canada to Australia and the AMA series and 
European supercross events. The sport is the 
perfect match for what the brand stands for. It 
is a great fit. 



NE1WS 



‘NEW’ JGR GET OUT AT MEC 


T he Monster Energy Cup was notable for 
a lot of things but somewhat quietly the 
race marked the (re) debuts of Josh Grant and 
Justin Brayton on the JGR Yamaha team. Both 
riders showed up for their first races for the 
North Carolina-based Yamaha team and the re¬ 
sults, like so many other things with JGR over 
the years, were up and down. 

It’s certainly a little weird when a team re¬ 
hires a rider one year after seeing him walk 
out that door but what about pairing him up 
with another rider that left the team two years 
earlier? That’s exactly what owner Coy Gibbs 
did for 2013 as he re-signed Grant and Brayton 
after both left for greener pastures (or actually 
redder pastures as both departed for factory 
Honda- Grant in 2011 and Brayton last year). 
Both guys are back and at the MEC, we saw 
some good and some bad from both. With 
minimal testing under their belts Grant ended 
up fifth overall with three consistent steady 
rides. He didn’t have anything for the top run¬ 
ners but he started well and was the best of 
the rest. Brayton had a terrible MEC finishing 
outside the top ten with crashes and ineffective 
rides. For some reason, the MEC hasn’t been 
good to Brayton as last year he debuted on 
the factory Honda and stunk up the Sam Boyd 
stadium. No worries though, after that Bray- 


As far as Grant, his departure on the team was 
a bit acrimonious. Josh was tired of the team’s 
rules and JGR was tired of Grant trying to do 
his own thing. There’s no doubt that, as good 
as Brayton initially was for the team, it was 
Josh that delivered their greatest success with 
Anaheim SX and Redbud MX wins. Combine 
that with his pure speed back when he was on 
JGR and you had a fast combination. Grant 
left JGR an had an injury-filled 2010 for fac¬ 
tory Honda and with it came more injuries. All 
told, Grant contested just five races between 
the summer of 2010 and the end of 2011. He 
went to the Jeff Ward Racing team this past 
year and podiumed a supercross, had some 
nice rides here-and-there and although some 
of the old flash was gone, he stayed relatively 
injury-free and rebuild himself after so much 
time missed. 

Can JGR recapture some new magic with its 
two old riders? That remains to be seen but 
it’s going to be interesting to watch the unique 
approach that JGR has taken and maybe we’ll 
see some other teams follow their lead and 
not be so quick to toss some riders aside once 
trouble hits. 



ton put in his best supercross season ever so 
there’s a bit of danger in calling it too early. 
Both riders were lucky to land on their feet 
with a team that previously employed them. 
Brayton had a terrific supercross year and 
a so-so outdoor season. Honda had signed 
Justin Barcia early on in 2012 and really, the 
call was to either bring back Trey Canard who’s 
shown the ability to win races when not hurt 
or Brayton who’s never won a supercross but 
is as solid as they come. Honda chose Canard 
and rumors were they made a bit of a push to 
keep Brayton on red but for nowhere near what 
he deserved as one of the top riders in the 
sport. 
















READY FOR THE ROOKIES? 


W ith Honda Muscle Milk’s Justin Barcia 
coming away with a somewhat surpris¬ 
ing win at the Monster Energy Cup race, there 
appears to be a new guy into the mix for race 
wins in 2013. Barcia was his usual fast and ag¬ 
gressive self, got good starts and he’s set for a 
great year on a great team. 

I’m pumped to to see that the ‘big guys’ con¬ 
sisting of Ryan Villopoto, James Stewart, Ryan 
Dungey and Chad Reed (and maybe, just may¬ 
be Trey Canard) are going to have someone 
else to worry about for next year. The buzz has 
been that Justin’s flying at the test track and 
working hard off it with six-time champion Jeff 
Stanton helping him out. And all that is well 
and good, I’m excited to see Bam-Bam come 
in and show a wheel to the leaders. 

But I’m also excited for another rider that be¬ 
cause of injury isn’t being counted on as much 
as Barcia and to that I say- why not? JWR’s 
Dean Wilson has shown over the years to be as 
much of Barcia’s equal as anyone else and he 
too is making the jump to the 450 class this 
year. Wilson just missed out on the supercross 
title this past year to Eli Tomac and the year 
before, Barcia squeezed out a title over the 
Scot. 


Wilson’s tied for the most 250SX wins in his¬ 
tory without getting a title with Jeff Emig so 
clearly, he can ride supercross with the best of 
them. And let’s not forget the 2011 250 mo- 
tocross title that Wilson’s got under his belt, 
something that Barcia can’t say. 

Dean missed the entire outdoors with two 
shoulder surgeries and with his disappearance 
sort of faded from view. And despite offers 
from JGR Yamaha and Red Bull KTM, Dean 
wanted to remain on green so he took an offer 
from Jeff Ward Racing. No, it’s not a factory 
team but he’ll be on a factory Kawasaki just 
like Villopoto and Weimer and the team itself 
has won a lot of races before with Chad Reed 
and James Stewart. They’re a top-notch out¬ 
fit and there won’t be any excuses for Dean 
should things not go his way. 

Wilson’s six feet tall and really fast in the 
whoops and he feels like he’s just too big for 
the 250’s hence the move up when he didn’t 
have to. So yes, while Barcia has shown that 
he’s going to be right in there next year don’t 
sleep on Dean Wilson who had gone under the 
radar a bit. Not sure if he or Barcia will win 
races next year but I do know that we’ll be win¬ 
ners in just seeing these two kids as part of an 
already stacked 450 class. 
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WIE HAVE A WINNER... 

By Steve Matthes 


B y all accounts, the Monster Energy Cup was 
a hit and the folks at Feld Motorsports (the 
promoters) are, in my opinion, really onto some¬ 
thing here. 

The event hasn’t attracted the European racers 
like originally planned and any premise of it being 
a tamer, outdoor-ish track is pretty much a mis¬ 
nomer. This race is for all intents and purposes, a 
supercross and the dream of a “Supercross des 
Nations" that were whispered last year just isn’t 
going to happen. 

But that’s about the only place where the race 
hasn’t lived up to expectations. Everything else 
has been a smash and there are some real solid 
concepts that we saw at the MEC that should be 
immediately put into the rotation at some, if not 
all, of the 17 round supercross series that runs 
from January to early May. 


we do? 

There are plenty of benefits to the way we do 
it now and I’m not suggesting the folks at Feld 
squash it all. But surely a mish-mash of some of 
the things we saw at the MEC along with some 
traditional things kept in would work here and 
there? 

Starting off the night with an LCQ for the 450 
class was a great way to do things. The other 16 
racers are set from the practice times and yeah, if 
there was just one main event I could understand 
the fans being upset at only seeing their hero one 
time in the night. But that's why the three main 
events were so good. Three ten lappers used here 
and there would liven things up. We’d get to see 
who were the sprint specialists and who wasn’t. 
We’d see the top guys one more time than usual 
(unless they found themselves in the LCQ) and 
that’s a bonus. 


The series has been banging its head against a 
wall for a while now. The sizes of the motors and 
the switch to four-strokes have made for some 
predictable racing and the racers are able to 
make mistakes and still get through the sections. 
The bikes have simply outgrown the stadium 
floors and I’m not sure if you've noticed but it’s 
not very easy to change the stadiums that the 
series visits. 


What about the Joker Lane? Some would say the 
tracks as constituted don’t have the floor space 
on them to accommodate a lane that adds four 
seconds to your lap time and you have to take 
one time. But that’s not completely true. There is 
plenty of space on the side of most tracks for a 
safety buffer and surely you could drop the Joker 
Lane next to that and make is so safe that there’s 
no possible way a bike could go into the stands. 
Just a slow 90-degree turn is needed. Let’s try a 
Joker Lane at a few races and see what it does. 


So it’s better to change the racing formats, struc¬ 
ture and tracks to try and liven things up. Besides 
the elimination of semi races a few years back 
(which I was in favor for at the time but now, with 
a boring parade of racers going through the mo¬ 
tion once they’re inside the top nine and assured 
a spot in the main, I want back) the sport hasn't 
changed much as far as format and structure. It’s 
still qualifying out of a heat race and into a twenty 
man main that run twenty laps regardless of track 
size. What other stick and ball sport or motor- 
sports do the same things they did in 1986 like 


All in all, as you can probably tell, I loved the 
Monster Energy Cup and all that was done there. 
I’ve felt for years that we have reached a point 
where supercross has peaked, the racers make 
the race for the most part and with injuries to so 
many of the guys over the years, we’re left with a 
shell of a series by the end. And to an extent, this 
will always be true: the racers are the ones that 
provide the memories and decide if what we saw 
on a particular night was memorable or not. Let's 
try and help them out... 





100 % 

Already a focus in this edition of OTOR it hasn’t 
taken long for one of the coolest brands in mo- 
tocross to expand beyond their start-up plan of 
goggle fabrication. The product certainly forced 
a space in a crowded market thanks to the mix 
between functionality and design. The next step is 
several models of sunglasses. Five to be exact: At- 
suta (in dedication to Japan’s last best motocross 
Grand Prix export perhaps?), Bowen, Burgett, 
Hakan and Heikki. 

Our pick is the Atsuta, with four different colour 
schemes. Also seen here are the Burgett and the 
Hakan. Prices range from just 80-90 dollars. Have 
a look at the website now... 



















ALPINESTARS 

The company’s 2013 lines feature some dashing 
Monster Energy branded products. 

The T-Scream Air jacket is a hydrophobic all- 
weather garment with all the correct padding 
and support compartments and the usual superb 
standard of construction that you’d come to expect 
from Alpinestars’ output. 

There is also a range of gloves, going from the 
GP-M to the M10 Air Carbon for those wanting a 
slightly cooler ride in hotter climes bearing the 
distinctive energy drink claw. Throw a couple more 
jackets (the fetching GP-M), a Cloak Tech Fleece 
and a Terror Backpack and Monster have a decent 
cross-section of the AS catalogue covered...now 
just for those outlandish Tech 10 designs... 




ZERO 

Zero motorcycles have announced their 2013 
models all boasting the efficient, compact and 
air-cooled Z-Force motor. The firm state that they 
have produced the world’s longest range electric 
bike in the form of the Zero S, shown on these 
pages, that can allegedly reach 137 miles (220km) 
of city riding and be charged to within 95% capac¬ 
ity in an hour or less. 

The bigger 11.4 Zero S (16,000 euros) weighs 
173kg and can reach a top speed of 95mph 
(153km/h). There is no clutch, shifting or cooling 
system and it requires no routine maintenance. It 
does carry Nissin brakes and has its own mobile 
‘App’. It should arrive in Europe by next February 
and in the U.S. just before. 

Whatever your thoughts or opinions of electric 
bikes there is little doubting the march of technol¬ 
ogy is firmly within this field and the products are 
only going to becoming better and more wide¬ 
spread. 
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SHOEI 

A simply enormous name in the motorcycling 
world Shoei’s pick of their 2013 spectrum is the 
new GT-Air. This full-face model comes with a 
new integrated spoiler for better aerodynamics 
and also a sun visor that can be easily switched 
down, even when wearing gloves. 

OTOR uses a Shoei for the road and there is no 
escaping the quality when it comes to build, fit 
and comfort. The ventilation systems have be¬ 
come better in the last few years and the GT Air 
makes the most of the company’s work with air¬ 
flow, light weight and neat little details such as 
the micro ratchet system. 

We’re a little unsure about the bulky vent on the 
top of the lid in terms of aesthetics but practical 
needs must often outweigh. Always endorsed by 
some of the best racers on the planet, there is 
not much more that needs to be said for Shoei... 
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2012 Monster Energy girls 
By Milagro 










‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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